Asperfest 7 Minutes

The 7th International Aspergillus Meeting (Asperfest 7) was held March 28-29, 2010, at the NH Conference Centre in Leeuwenhorst, The Netherlands.  There were 118 registered participants representing institutions in 13 countries.

The scientific program included a session by new investigators, genomics updates, talks from abstracts and updates on AspGD (co-PIs Jennifer Wortman and Gavin Sherlock) and the NIH Program Project grant “Functional Analysis and Systems Biology of Filamentous Fungi” (PI Jay Dunlap; Aspergillus lead Steve Osmani). 

In the community directions discussion (led by AGRPC Chair Michelle Momany), there was wide support for adding RNA sequence data to AspGD to improve annotation and to make the data widely available. 
Two votes were taken (by show of hands from all participants):
1) Should AspGD become the official Aspergillus community liaison to RefSeq?

The vote was unanimous in favor.

2) Which Aspergillus species should be added to AspGD after A. fumigatus?


The vote was heavily in favor of A. niger.  A. oryzae was a distant second.
Prizes: Geoff Turner presented an entertaining and informative Pontecorvo lecture entitled, “Dreaming up excuses for Aspergillus: protoplasts, penicillin, polarity and pathogens.”  The Novozymes student poster prizes ($250 US) were awarded to K. O’Hanlon (National University of Ireland) and Taylor Schoberle (University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center).
Elections: Terms ended for committee members Joan Bennett, Gustavo Goldman and Jennifer Wortman.  Gustavo, Jennifer and Vera Meyer agreed to stand for election for 3 year terms and were unanimously elected.  The AGRPC elected Michelle Momany to continue as Chair.  
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